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easily the lightest indiscretion might fan those
suspicions once more into flame.

The twenty years succeeding emancipation were
used by the Catholics in reaping the harvest that
had heen so long and so painfully sowing.64 They
were not unfortunate in their position. English-
men discovered that the Catholic gentry had
virtues very similar to their own. The reputation
of statesmen like Montalembert, the history of
thinkers like Schlegel, and, from 1846, the sus-
pected liberalism of Pius IX, but, above all, the
influence of the Oxford Movement and the skilful
social ability of Cardinal Wiseman, were all bound
to add greatly to the prestige of their situation.
People began with interested amazement to hear
O'Connell declare that the Catholic Church had
ever been on the side of democracy,65 and the
corrosive sublimate of which Hurrell Froude's
mind was mainly composed assisted in the disso-
lution of Newman's evangelical suspicions.66 The
Napoleonic adventure, moreover, had done much
to check men's fears of a Catholic revival. The
political edifice of the temporal power seemed less
secure than at any former time in modern history.
The things of which De Maistre did not lightly
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